Parathyroid carcinoma with metastatic calcification identified by technetium-99m methylene diphosphonate scintigraphy.
We describe herein a case of parathyroid carcinoma accompanied with metastatic calcification identified by technetium-99m methylene diphosphonate (Tc-99m MDP) scintigraphy in the lungs, kidneys and stomach. Parathyroid carcinoma remains a rare disorder despite the increased prevalence of primary hyperparathyroidism. Metastatic calcification is noted infrequently even in primary hyperparathyroidism and it may cause respiratory failure. Tc-99m MDP scintigraphy three months after surgery showed a complete disappearance of Tc-99m uptake in the stomach and an obvious reduction in the kidneys but no significant change in the lungs, indicating metastatic calcification can be reversibly reabsorbed. This case indicates that the adequate excision of parathyroid carcinoma as well as the early detection of metastatic calcification by Tc-99m MDP are obligatory.